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SUB J : CUBAN POLITBURO MEMBER VISITS IRAQ 

1 . GRANMA, JULY 12, ANNOUNCES DEPARTURE FOR BAGHDAD OF POLITBURO 
MEMBER PEDRO MIRET TO ATTEND CELEBRATIONS OF TENTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF IRAQI REVOLUTION. GRANMA MENTIONS THAT MIRET VISIT IS AT 
INVITATION OF IRAQI GOVERNMENT. (MIRET IS ACCONPANIED BY 
MINISTER OF CONSTRUCTION JOSE LOPEZ MORENO AND ERNESTO GOMEZ 
ABASCAL OF CP CENTRAL COMMITTEE STAFF.) 

2. BEGIN COMMENT: MIRET COMES FROM THE PRE-REVOLUTIONARY 

26 OF JULY MOVEMENT, NOT PRO-MOSCOW PSP COMMUNIST PARTY-A CHOICE 
THAT MAY BE RELATED TO CURRENT PROBLEMS OF IRAQI COMMUNISTS. 
(CARLOS RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ, WHO HAS CARRIED ON PREVIOUS CUBAN TALKS 
WITH IRAQ THIS YEAR WAS ASSOCIATED WITH PSP.) CUBAN DISPATCH OF 
POLITBURO MEMBER TO IRAQ (ALBEIT NOT ONE OF MOST PROMINENT) IS 
PRESUMABLY INTENDED TO UNDERLINE THAT HAVANA'S RELATIONS WITH 
IRAQ HAVE NOT DETERIORATED DRASTICALLY, DESPITE REPORTED 
EXECUTION OF COMMUNISTS IN IRAQI ARMY. WE NOTE ALSO 
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THAT IRAQI AMBASSADOR HERE, ANWAR S.A. ALARACHAD. HAS SOUGHT 
TO PLAY DOWN PROBLEMS IN IRAQ BETWEEN BAATH PARTY AND 
COMMUNISTS. 

3. BUT, AT SAME TIME, THERE ARE SOME POSSIBLE SIGNS OF 
TENSION BETWEEN IRAQ AND CUBA - PRESUMABLY FLOWING FROM 
EITHER IRAQI SUPPORT OF ERITREANS OR BAATH PRESSURE ON 
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COMMUNISTS. CELEBRATION HERE IN HAVANA OF IRAQI REVOLUTION, 

FOR EXAMPLE, HELD UNDER AUSPICES OF CUBAN- ARAB 
FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY, WAS ATTENDED ONLY BY SOCIETY PRESIDENT 
AND MINISTER OF TRANSPORT LUSSON (WHO IS NOT A POLITBURO 
MEMBER). PDRY COUP, WHICH HAS BEEN WELCOMED BY CUBAN MEDIA, ALSO 
HAS BEEN CRITICIZED BY AL-RACHAD TO A WESTERN COLLEAGUE. 

END COMMENT. 

LANE 
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